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OFFICE CIRCULAR HO. TII
Series of 1996

GUIDBLINES FOR THE SECURITY AND SAFETY
PROTECTION OF PNVSCA-REGISTERED
LOCAL AND FOREIGN VOLUNTEERS

WHEREAS, local development projects are presenlly
technically assisted by local and foreign volunteers;

WHEREAS, as part of their technical assistance, these
volunteers work in various sites of the assisted projects;

WHEREAS, the security of these volunteers in the project
sites is a joint responsibility of the Philippine Government, the
sponsoring foreign voluntear organizat#on, the recipient 'agency,
and 'the volunteers themselves.

THEREFORE, to ensure the safety of all volunteers,
particularly foreign volunteers, the following security measures
is hereby adopted.

Section 1. DEFINITION OF TERMS - The following shall bhe
defined as follows:

.' Recipient Agency - a government entity, a local government
unit, or a non-government organization availing of the services
of a local or foreign volunteer.

Volunteer - any foreign or local volunteer recruited by or
at the instance of PNVSCA to assist in a specified locatl
development project.

A foreign volunteer refers to a member of a foreign

~volunteer service organization while a local volunteer refers to

a Filipino citizen.

1-Fo.reign Volunteer Organization - a duly organized foreign
group of volunteer workers, registered with PNVSCA and deploying
its volunteer members to the Philippines;

Focal Person - any contact person in the region/province/
municipality, designated by PNVECA to handle all
agency/volunteer-related concerns within the area;
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Section é. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE RECIPIENT AGENCY - The
following shall be the duty and responsibility of the Recipient

a)l Provides proper orientation to the volunteer before the
start of his/her assignment. This inlcudes, but is not limited,
to introducing the volunteer to the project staff, community
area, focal person, and concerned authorities in the area, more
particularly to the military and police authorities;

b) Submits to PNVSCA, for approval, the itinerary/schedule
of activitigs of volunteer/s assigned thereat;

) Reviews and approves request for vacation leave and
all other participation of the volunteer in activities, official
or :personal, outside of his station;

d} Informs the focal person, in the region/province/
municipality, as determined by PNVSCA, of any changes of
itinerary and whereabouts of the volunteers;

“a). Ensures that the volunteer shall ‘refrain from going to
areas not otherwise approved by or coordinated with PNVSCA;

' Section 3.° RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FOREIGN VOLUNTEER
ORGANTZATION - The following shall bhe the duty and responsibility
of the Foreign Volunteer Organization:

a) Submibs to PNVSCA, for approval,lthe itinerary/schedule

of activities which would require participation of theijir
volunteer members;

b) Ensures that consultation is made with PNVSCA and RA

before any transfer, reassignment or pull-out of volunteer is
effected;

Section 4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VOLUNTEER - The following
shall be the responsibility of the volunteer/s:
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ia) . Becures approval of RA in cases of travel outside the
official station, PROVIDED, travel exceeding two weeks must need
approval ‘of PNVSCA at least one week prior to the travel;

b) Refrain from going outside the project site without
prior approval of the recipient agency; '

‘SECinH 5. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PNVSCA - The following shall
be the responsibility of PNVSCA:

a) Coordinate with the propér authorities in determining
project areas safe for volunteer deployment;

b) Obtain security clearance on agency/organization
requesting for assistance of a local or foreign volunteer;



A
8
' ;!
-

c) Obtain security clearaunce of local or foreign
volunteers to be deployed jin project sites: :

‘d) Facilitates introduction of volunteers Lo proper
authorities/offices in the assignment site; :

e) Coordinate with the focal person on the security stutus
of places indicated in the itinerary of Lhe volunteer.: asg
submitted by the recipient agency;

Section 6, JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES OF RA, FVO and PHNVECA -
The following shall De the respunsiblity of RA, FVO, .and PNVSCA:

a) Assumes j.-int responsibility on the security and
personal protect.on of the volunteers; and

b) Sees to it that the volunteer works in accordance with
L™e rules and regulations on volunteer service as provided for
in Executive Order No. 635. :

¢} Coordinates with concerned local government executlives,
military and police officials for security and olher
support/assistance to volunteers within area of respousibilily.
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Section 7. NON-LIABILITY CLAUSE - The Philippine Government
is not liable for any untoward event that may occur as a result
of failure of the volunteer, recipient agency or foreign
volunteer organization to comply with the security measures asg
hereintofore mentioned. .

Section 8. EFFECTIVITY - This guideline shalil pe effective
immediately. . ' ‘

23 Qctober 1996.

/
-
VIRGINIA P. DAVIDE
irector
Approved:
Socio-Economic Planning Secretary
and NEDA Director-General
-~
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’ | OFFICE OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS ,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

!
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FROM : uro L. Bajalir.
: Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT : Presidential Instructions Re: Amendments to Executive
; Order Nos. 134 and 635 on Foreign Volunteers

DATE : 03 December 1996

. This refers to the President’s handwritten instructions dated 02 October 1996 to amend
executive order nos. 134 and 635 to include provision on security regulations for foreign
volunteers. In an inter-agency meeting held on 11 October 1996 for this purpose, the
representatives agreed on a draft PNVSCA Office Circular No. 111 Series of 1996 as a stop-gap
measure to respond to the immediate need for the safety/security of foreign volunteers.

ASPAC recommends the approval of the enclosed draft Office Circular. Also attached,
for the Secretary’s signature, is the Memorandum for the President dated 22 October 1996
prepared by the National Economic and Development Authority.



