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NEDA Chief briefs FVOs on PGMA’s
10-point development agenda

Secretary of Socio-Economic Planning and National Eco-
nomic Development Authority (NEDA) Director-General Romulo L.
Neri briefed the heads and representatives of foreign and local
volunteer organizations about President Gloria Macapagal- Arroyo’s
10-Point Development Agenda last 2 August 2004.  Also present in
the briefing held at the NEDA boardroom were Philippine National
Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) Executive Direc-
tor Joselito C. de Vera and several PNVSCA staff members who
requested and coordinated the briefing so that volunteer activities
may be aligned with the development agenda.

The  Agenda includes the creation of 6 to 10 million jobs; educa-
tion for all; balancing the national budget deficit in view of the country’s
debilitating deficit woes; decentralization of progress and development
across the country through the development of transportation networks
like the roll-on, roll-off ferries and digital infrastructure; provision of power
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and water supplies to all barangays; decongestion of Metro-Manila
by forming new cores of government and housing centers in Luzon,
Visayas and Mindanao; the development of Clark and Subic as the
logistics centers in Asia; automation of the electoral process; peace
agreement with rebel groups and the “closure of wounds” caused
by divisions due to EDSA 1, 2 and 3.

The volunteer organizations shared with DG Neri their
current program thrusts which address such concerns as water
and sanitation, renewable energy and energy conservation, solid
waste management and waste water treatment.

DG Neri said that looking closely at the thrust of the agenda,
it is becoming more and more a case of knowledge sharing
because through it, a lot of opportunities can open up. PNVSCA,
he added, can even play a big role in disseminating knowledge
and technology to the rural poor through the volunteer network.
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Providing Af fordable Rice to Filipinos
The Philippine Institute for Development Studies  (PIDS) held a Symposium on Politics and Economics of Rice

last 21 September in celebration of the Development Research Month and PIDS’ 27th Anniversary.

Dr. Eliseo R. Ponce, PIDS’ Visiting Senior Research
Fellow and Project Coordinator of “Rice and the
Filipinos: The Last 100 Years” started the program by
giving an overview of the said project.

Dr. Ponciano S. Intal, Jr., Executive Director of
Angelo King Institute for  Economic  and Business
Studies, presented a paper on “Rice and Philippine  Poli-
tics.”  In his presentation, Dr. Intal explored the  influence
of rice in the Filipino culture and politics by pointing out
that rice is more than just a staple food. It is a political
commodity that could make or break the political life of a
politician.  He pointed out that the  heaviest importation
of rice happens during election times because politicians
fear that rice shortage could  influence voters. This prac-
tice also happens in Japan since rice occupies a place
of central importance in the daily lives of Japanese.  Ac-
cording to Dr. Intal, rice farmers in Japan are fully sup-
ported by the local politicians because the farmers are
the ones   delivering the votes during elections.

In the open forum portion, Dr. Benito Lim,
Professor of Chinese Studies at the Ateneo de Manila
University, shared his observation about how China was
able to achieve rice security.  He said that China tried all
solutions for the problems of rice production like land
reform, pre- and post-harvest support and cooperative

farming.  Such efforts proved futile but when the govern-
ment embarked on a massive support for research and
development to come up with high yielding varieties,
China was finally able to achieve its goal.  China is now
one of the biggest exporters of rice since it has
developed super varieties that can yield tons of rice from
a few hectares. Dr. Gelia Castillo, a consultant of the
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) talked about
the efforts of the Marcos administration in the rice indus-
try.  The administration’s solution to the rice crisis at the
time was not to develop super varieties but to import
and subsidize the industry to keep prices low.

Dr. Cristina C. David, PIDS Senior Research
Fellow, capped the event with her presentation on
Philippine hybrid rice program followed by a discussion
by Dr. Ed Redoña, PhilRice Deputy Executive Director
for Research and Development, and Prof. Solita Monsod
of the UP School of Economics.

Secretary of Agriculture Arthur Yap and Secretary
of Socio-Economic Planning and National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) Director-General Romulo
L. Neri also graced the event along with PhilRice Execu-
tive Director Dr. Leocardio Sebastian and PIDS Presi-
dent Dr. Marlo B. Lamberte. n

Smokey Mountain hits the headlines once
again as the Senate Blue Ribbon Commit-
tee pursues a probe on the reclamation

project controversy of the infamous dumpsite. Smokey
Mountain was the depository of trash dumped by more
than 170 trucks daily coming from all over the city since
its birth in 1980. The dumpsite was then closed in 1994 to
make way for the government’s housing project
development.

During the seemingly never-ending verbal tussle
that attended the probe, it is the residents in the
temporary relocation area and around the dumpsite who

suffer the most. Up to now, they are still awaiting the time
when they will finally be living in comfortable and sanitary
homes. They are after all the unfortunate victims of a
project held hostage by political developments as one
administration took the reins from another.

That is why it is such a blessing that there are still
people like Smokey Mountain’s parish priest, Fr. Benigno
“Ben” Beltran. He remains relentless in finding ways to make
life more bearable for the displaced residents by providing
them with an alternative source of income and educating
them about waste management and segregation.

Ryan Medrana:

Facing a Mountain of a Challenge

continued on  page seven...F
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“You can even have volunteers who are good civil
engineers to teach our mayors so they’ll be encouraged
to build their own infrastructures,” DG Neri said.

The briefing provided the  opportunity for the
audience to ventilate issues relevant to the volunteer or-
ganizations’ working relationship with PNVSCA.  Issues
like sharing of  knowledge and information, media
mileage on volunteerism, security and gender equity
resonated well with the audience. The event also served
as an opportunity to discuss some operational issues
such as the rate of fees charged on extension of visa of
volunteers and the travel tax charged for Filipino volun-
teers taking up overseas assignments under the VSO-
Bahaginan Programme.  n

F ...continued from page one

PNVSCA  was  invited to put up an exhibit at the Clam Shell II Intramuros
last 11 September 2004 when the National Youth Commission (NYC)
celebrated its 9th Anniversary. Seen here with PNVSCA’s Lynne Velacruz
are TV host Bam Aquino and singer-actress Karylle.

Narration on the lives of returning volunteers topped the
list of activities during the volunteer sharing session held last
25 September 2004 at Miriam College organized by Volun-
teer Organizations Information Coordination and Exchange
(VOICE).

Elizabeth Cabuguas narrated her experience in Ghana
where initially she had a bout with loneliness. Her passion to
make lives better for the people in Ghana made her stronger in
the face of challenges. She has since returned here and now
busies herself with providing volunteer service in other areas.

Tim Gabuna, a returnee in doing volunteer work,
recalled how sickly he was before he was assigned in
Bukidnon as a volunteer of the Jesuit Volunteers,
Philippines (JVP). Despite the living conditions and the
stress of being in an NPA-infested area, Mr. Gabuna did
not have an asthma attack. He took that as a sign and
years after working in the corporate world, Mr. Gabuna got
involved anew in volunteerism. He went back to that small
community in Bukidnon and helped the people there put
up and manage a cooperative. He does other volunteer
works in Manila and Romblon aside from holding various
positions in several    volunteer organizations.

Fifty-six people participated in the event including Ditas
Bermudez  of Developmental Advocacy of Women Volunteerism
(DAWV), Deanie Ocampo  of iVolunteer, Abby Mercado of the
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), Manuela Longo of United
Nations Volunteers (UNV),  Lisa Crisostomo and Dondon Marquez
of Hands-on Manila and Corazon Macaraig, Tess Bahom, Ely
Tabing and Astrid Alcantara of PNVSCA.  n

VOICE NCR Volunteer Sharing Session The launching of the National Volunteer Month (NVM)
celebration and the Search for Outstanding        Volun-
teers (SOV) last June by the Philippine National   Volun-
teer Service Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) and the
NVM  Honorary Chair, former Secretary Corazon Alma C.
de Leon, was bolstered by separate announcements put
out by the Department of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) and the Civil Service Commission inviting
the public to participate in the celebration and to nomi-
nate deserving volunteers to the SOV.

The advocacy for participation generated interest
among the public and resulted in the submission of nomi-
nees to the SOV in the individual (youth and adult) and
group      categories.  The Regional Search Committees,
which are chaired by NEDA regional offices, the Regional
Planning and Development Office (in the case of the
Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao) and the  De-
partment of the Interior and Local Government (in the case
of the National Capital Region), are in the process of
screening and evaluating the nominations.  Regional
winners will then be forwarded to the National Search
Committee (chaired also by NEDA) that will further screen
and evaluate the regional winners to come up with a set
of national awardees.

Awards will also be given to volunteers for their
lifelong efforts at volunteering.

The NVM celebration and the Search are annual
activities coordinated by PNVSCA.

For more information, you may visit PNVSCA
website at www.pnvsca.neda.gov.ph. n

Update on the Search for Outstanding
Volunteers
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iVolunteer recently turned three
and to celebrate the occasion, a
partners’ meeting was held last 18
September 2004 to talk about
updates and upcoming and planned
volunteer activities of each
organization.

iVolunteer.ph is the Philippines’
first volunteerism portal. It seeks to pro-
mote volunteerism for social
development by harnessing the power
and reach of the Internet. Web-based
facilities for non-stock and  non-profit
organizations to post volunteer oppor-
tunities in an intelligently searchable da-
tabase are available gratis.

Representatives from the
Philippine Association for Volunteer
Effort (PAVE), Philippine Business for
Social Progress, (PBSP), United  Na-
tions Volunteers (UNV), Volunteer Or-
ganizations Information Coordination
and Exchange (VOICE),  Philippine
National Volunteer Service Coordinat-
ing Agency (PNVSCA), and the
iVolunteer core team attended the
said event.

The partners also discussed
the need for trainings on volunteer

management for local volunteer or-
ganizations, corporate sector and
government agencies. There was a
proposal to make the training
modules available online via the
portal but further studies have to be
made    regarding its effectivity and
accessibility. Other matters discussed
include putting up a learning resource
center, web-related needs of
iVolunteer partners and the           im-
provement of a communication sys-
tem so the exchange of ideas will be
maximized.

PNVSCA was likewise informed
about each agency’s planned
activity for the National Volunteer
Month (NVM). VOICE will have a Noel
Cabangon concert at the GSIS
theater; PAVE will have a general
assembly and book launching while
PBSP will have a series of forum on
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) best practices.

The activities are all directed to
advocate volunteerism. iVolunteer is
planning an event to be participated by
the partner organizations, which will be
open to the public with Glorietta and
Intramuros as possible venues.  At the
same time,    Marketplace, a brainchild
of Ms. Deanie Lyn Ocampo, iVolunteer
Director will be launched.

Marketplace will be the venue
where supply and demand involving
services, competencies, funds,
ideas and time will be matched both
online and over the counter. n

CSC “Galaw Sigla”
in 2004iVolunteer turns 3!

The Philippine Civil Service
Commission held a “Galaw Sigla
2004: Masiglang Kawani, Masiglang
Pagsisilbi” parade last 30 Septem-
ber 2004 at the Quezon City
Memorial Circle as part of its 104th

anniversary celebration.
The event aims to show not

only an energetic bureaucracy but
also synergistic and sociable pub-
lic servants in the National Capital
Region.

Each agency had at least
twenty participants in attendance
who wore the color assigned to
their particular sector. Neon green,
orange, fuchsia, engine red, canary
yellow, electric blue and lavander
were assigned to the constitutional
fiscal group, government financial
institutions, infrastructure utilities
group, health/hospital, local gov-
ernment units, state universities and
colleges, Philippine National
Police (PNP) and national govern-
ment agencies, respectively.

With all the participants
assembled at the Liwasang Aurora,
the parade begun at 8:00 a.m. by
passing through the exit gate,
fronting East Avenue and then
turning clockwise using the two in-
ner lanes of the Elliptical Road.
Each sector had two sets of per-
formance, the first at the Quezon
Avenue junction followed by
another presentation at the Com-
monwealth junction. There were also
two bands, the Quezon City band and
the PNP band, which  provided mu-
sic for the sector presentation.

A stage performance and a
mass aerobics exercise capped
the morning affair.  nPNVSCA’s Astrid Alcantara (fourth from left) with iVolunteer and its partners.

iVolunteer partners deep in thought.
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The Philippine Legislators’
Committee on Population and De-
velopment Foundation, Inc.
(PLCPD) held a series of
roundtable discussions entitled
“Crafting a Legislative Agenda in
the Pursuit of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals” from 18 August
to 13 October 2004.

Topics of the event were:
Emerging Challenges to Human
Development; Financing Develop-
ment through Global Partnership;
Reproductive Health; Progress and
Challenges in Education, Health and
Environment; and  Governance and
Political Reforms.

The series hopes to engage
leaders and members of the
Senate and House of Representa-
tives to discuss urgent and
responsive legislation in achieving
the Philippine Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) targets. It also
seeks to identify key areas of
development and priority policy
measures that can contribute to the
crafting of the legislative agenda of
the 13th Congress.

This initiative was organized
in partnership with the United Na-
tions Resident Coordinator
(UNRC), United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA), National Eco-
nomic and Development Autho-
rity (NEDA), Senate Economic
and Planning Office (SEPO), Con-
gressional Planning and Budget De-
partment (CPBD), Philippine Business
for Social Progress (PBSP), People’s
Legislative Advocacy Network (PLAN)
and the Social Watch, Philippines.

Roundtable discussions to
meet MDG 2015 targets

The giant earthworms that plague the Banaue Rice Terraces may have
found their match.

Today, a daily broadsheet newspaper, recently featured how a group
of researchers discovered three friendly rat species that might help solve
the giant earthworm problem.

A team of researchers led by Dr. Ravindra Joshi include Alexander
Stuart, a graduate student on wildlife management and conservation from
Reading University in the United Kingdom; and Rachel Miller, a volunteer of
the Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development (AYAD), are studying
the salient characteristics of three rat species which the team initially found to
be friendly. Ms. Miller has started studying the reproductive biology of the
pest rats, and the means to protect or separate the newly-discovered friendly
rats from the former.

S. Chrotomys mindorensis, the lowland striped shrew rat, is believed
to be the nemesis of the giant earthworm. The S. Rattus everetti is the com-
mon Philippine forest rat. The third rat remains unknown. Further taxonomic
research is being done to determine which specie it belongs to.

According to the article, the recorded traditional rat-pest problem in the
terraces prompted the rodent research. The study was held from November
2002 to June 2003 with a survey of rat species and their behavior. It was
followed by introducing trapping techniques in farm areas and residential
communities. Six rat species were captured in the process. An earlier study
showed Banaue and Hungduan farmers ranked rodents as first among the
three most pre-harvest pests of their rice crops.n

Researchers find solution to Banaue’s giant
earthworm problem

Liga ng mga Barangay held its 1st Provincial Convention last 2-4 September 2004 at the
Tagaytay Country Hotel, Tagaytay City where PNVSCA Chief Volunteer Service Officer Corazon
M. Macaraig was one of the invited speakers. Ms. Macaraig presented the functions and
programs of PNVSCA. She also discussed how the Agency  can be of help to the barangays
through its volunteer programs like the Volunteers for Information and Development Assistance
(VIDA) and Bayanihang Bayan (BB).continued on page eight...F
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“I came back to the country after my studies at the
Australian National University (ANU) in June 2000 for a
job at the Upland Development Programme for Southern
Mindanao. I am not sure whether it is coincidence or fate
that I had a Dutch VSO volunteer colleague. He informed
me that VSO-Philippines was already recruiting Filipino
volunteers for placements overseas. In April 2001, I sent
a letter to the Bahaginan Program Coordinator signifying
my interest to volunteer. In July 2001 after going through
the assessment and selection process, I was informed

that I was accepted for a
placement in a local NGO
in Rwanda as Technical
Advisor for Environmental
Management and Food
Security.

When I announced
to my friends and colleagues that I was going to Rwanda,
I  received ridiculous   comments of what they called a
“suicidal mission.” How can you go to Rwanda? It is a war
zone! Don’t go there. It is a very risky place!” Some ques-
tioned my real objectives of volunteering. My siblings,
however, were not   surprised with my decision because
they knew it was what I want to do ever since. It was
financial obligation at that time that keeps me from my
passion to volunteer.

I left for Rwanda on 8th September 2001 for a two-
year placement in Rwanda Initiative for Sustainable
Development (RISD). I braced myself to dodge bullets
and go for days on end without food. I was pleasantly
surprised to find out that reality was an entirely different
story. Rwanda had already gone too far on the road to
peace, unity and reconciliation and democracy. I enjoyed
my work. It was very challenging considering the
differences in culture and values. My work focused mainly
on training the local NGO staff on participatory approaches

to integrated community
development, project
planning, implementa-
tion and monitoring.

Apart from training
the staff, I also went
down to the grassroots.

Veronica Avila: HER PASSION IS VOLUNTEERISM
The following anecdote is  lifted from this  VSO-Bahaginan volunteer’s autobiography.

I mobilized people to
help themselves. I orga-
nized them to create sus-
tainable livelihood
activities. I also informed
them about environmental    protection and health con-
sciousness, especially about HIV/AIDS prevention.
Though the impact was not    physically visible, I knew
deep in my heart that I have done something good for
the Rwandans.

I finished my two-year term last September 2003.
But because of some on-going projects and new
international partners coming to support the community
projects, the NGO requested that I stay on for another six
months. It felt good to be needed and appreciated for
every little thing I did for them. I have come to realize that
it is not the money that makes a person complete and
happy. It is by doing something meaningful to mankind,
something that makes someone change for the better. It
does not really matter whether you are doing it to your
countrymen or to other people, after all we are all broth-
ers and sisters in this
tiny world.

My volunteer
work in Rwanda is what I
could consider a signifi-
cant thing that I have
ever done in my whole
life. I shared some of my knowledge, skills and also learned
some new skills. I also believe that  volunteering is a cost-
effective way of development work, it incurs less cost but
with significant outputs. And with this, I should say, that as
long as I am able I will definitely re-volunteer.”  n

Ms. Avila adopted a consultative and participative   approach
as Technical Advisor for Food Security and  Environment at
RISD. She gave trainings in Kinyarwanda, set up environmental
clubs, put in motion a village   committee and put up a monitor-
ing and evaluation system. Her employers commend how well
Ms. Avila was able to adapt to work in the field and in the
office, despite the language barrier and the challenges. Her
maturity, work and technical experience enabled her to adapt
work practices to a different environment.
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But such an immense task can-
not be undertaken by one man alone.
Sambayanang Muling Pagkabuhay
Multi-Purpose Cooperative,Inc.
(SMPMPCI), a venture
of the Basic Christian
Communities of the Par-
ish of the Risen Christ
that makes use of gar-
bage as raw material for
handicrafts, took on
educating the residents
about livelihood
projects. The Members
of Couples for Christ
(CFC) and its sister or-
ganizations — Foundation for the Full-
ness and Integrity of Creation (FFIC)
and the Handmaids of the Lord – pro-
vide technical assistance in project
design and management to
SMPMPCI.

Ryan Medrana, an Australian
Youth Ambassadors for Develop-
ment (AYAD) volunteer, stepped into
the picture to help the group make
headway on health risk assessment
and environmental education.

“My project changed a lot. The
project I was sent here to work on
changed quite a bit from the project I
signed up for. I was meant to do
waste management work in QC ma-
terials recovery facilities. This work
that I ended up doing i.e. site media-
tion, health risk assessment and en-
vironmental education,  and even
planning for the construction of the
church and some otherrer projects, I
much preferred to do. It actually
turned out better,” Mr. Medrana said.

He added that he had various
experience in the field already ex-
cept that it was on a smaller scale
and there was a team of technical
people to help him out on things.

Here, he was the only technical person
helping Father Ben. Mr. Medrana just
trained some people to help them and
even conducted workshops for the resi-
dents. He said the residents were grate-

ful. Finally they understood
what a lot of developers
and government agen-
cies, including the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources
(DENR), kept telling them
about waste management
and segregation.

“They didn’t quite
follow because they
didn’t have the neces-

sary   knowledge to understand what
they have been told. My workshop
gave them a much better understand-
ing so they could follow a bit more
what was happening to them.”

Mr. Medrana also met with the
heads of the DENR, the Metro
Manila Development Authority, the
mayors and even the President since
Smokey Mountain is still a national
issue. He had discussed with them
possibilities on how the “mountain”
can be toppled.

“We’ve got a solution now which
I think is doable. We hope to set up
a waste management facility. This
concept is still under develop-
ment though since it requires
funding. The idea is a
waste management fa-
cility in Smokey Moun-
tain will be set up. Re-
cyclable materials will
be taken out, sepa-
rated  from the green
waste and used to
generate electricity
from it. We’ll have a
controlled landfill for
the residual waste and

try to treat the waste coming from, that
is,  existing in, the mountain itself.
We’ll process that to try to reduce the
volume and then we can come up
with an engineering solution that will
manage both the health and the
environmental risk. We can perhaps
cover the wastes with a GM mem-
brane, a type of plastic liner that will
stop the rainfall from penetrating
through the waste. If we stopped the
rainfall from penetrating you don’t get
that least amount of contaminants and
also helps control the landfill gas. A
decomposing waste produces
methane. To prevent such a
dangerous gas from being emitted
we should try to manage the waste,”
Mr. Medrana explained.

However, Mr. Medrana remains
uncertain about the exact time frame
of the said project. He said it all de-
pends on who or what will finance the
project. They are looking for funds
and financial options at the moment.

“There was a plan to move
Smokey Mountain originally. Our plan
is do not move it. Just leave it where
it is and manage it onsite.”

Mr. Medrana’s  contract with
AYAD has recently ended but he
promised to come back. “The work
we have been doing is something I
enjoyed. I made a difference and it

is important work so I
will come back for that.
I’ve learned a lot since
I’ve been here, about
myself and how I
respond to challenging
situations, working in a
different environment
and meeting all the
family I’ve never known
before. I have just
learned so much out of
this experience.”  n

F ...continued from page two

A child mindless  of  the
trash behind him.

Medrana observing the
lifestyle of the Smokey
Mountain residents.
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Local and Foreign Volunteers in service

The MDGs invite the interna-
tional community to an expanded
vision of development, one that   vig-
orously promotes human  develop-
ment as the key to sustaining social
and economic progress in all coun-
tries, and  recognize the importance
of creating a global partnership for
development. The goals have been
commonly accepted as part of a
framework for measuring
development progress.

The goals establish yardsticks
for measuring results, not just for
developing countries but for rich

countries that help to fund develop-
ment programs and for the
multilateral  institutions that help
countries implement them. The first
seven goals - eradicate poverty,
achieve universal primary educa-
tion, promote gender equality,
reduce child mortality, improve
maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS
and other diseases, and protect the
environment - are mutually  reinfor -
cing and are directed at    reducing
poverty in all its forms. The last goal
- global partnership for  develop-
ment - is about the means to
achieve the first seven. n
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             By Sector

          Agriculture                                                      54

               Culture and Arts                                                  3
               Education                                                           74
               Environment                                                       89
               Health                                                                  6
                  Information & Communication Technology     48
                Infrastructure                                                      4
                Local Governance                                             24
               Social Services                                                 34
               Tourism                                                                3
               Trade and Industry                                             41

               Total                                                                 380
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