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Volunteer Sharing Sessions held
The premise has always been the same: see old and

new faces, meet fellow volunteers from other local and
foreign volunteer organization,  swap stories and
exchange views. But for the volunteers, it still was a
welcome respite from the daily grind of work.

Thirty-six volunteers from all over the Visayas and
Mindanao regions took a breather to attend this year’s
Sharing Session in Forest Camp, Tejeros,  Apolong,
Valencia, Negros Oriental last 4 – 6 May 2005.

They were divided into groups during the sectoral
workshops to identify the areas their assistance are mostly
needed, the challenges they face and other means where
they can network with each other more often.

But  it was not limited to just the workshops where invaluable ideas were exchanged.
“I use the break to roam around the exhibits and had some in-depth discussions with the VSO-Bahaginan

volunteers who came home from Africa. That was interesting for me, to share experiences about the projects and
see how their lives were affected. Similarly, having been able to speak with the Japanese volunteers about
computers and information technology. That was quite valuable for me,” DED Kai Kuelhmann  said during the
Session’s second day .

DED volunteer Dr. Martin Falke was also around to do a   tsunami presentation. He said that there was
nothing to be afraid of since the Philippines is part of the 25 other Pacific states with a Pacific Tsunami Early
Warning System  established in 1989 by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration in Hawaii.

“In case of a warning from the system, you must move immedi-
ately away from the coast to higher grounds. Or if  you are at sea, you
must move further out. Away from the coasts into deeper and open
water. The tsunami will not harm you in the open sea,” Dr. Falke said.

A series of photos taken after the tsunami hit Indonesia was
shown afterwards courtesy of US Peace Corps volunteer Claire Wolfe.
Despite having seen them in the news, the  photos still

The environment group discusses the challenges they face during the
sectoral workshop.

Ms. Regina Paz
L. Lopez, a
staunch advocate
of volunteerism,
children’s rights
and  environment
protection, is this
year ’s National
Volunteer Month
Honorary Chair.
More on her on
page 5.

First SVO batch arrives
The first batch of Singapore Volunteers  Overseas (SVO) was

turned over to local partner  organizations last 27 June 2005.
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managed to elicit mixed
emotions among the participants.

The regional workshop
followed where the participants
discussed what they can share
and need from their group
members; what worthwhile
endeavors they can do together;
and finally what other events they
can come up with that will bring
them together.

The third day, two teams made up of ten
members each battled it out in five teambuilding
exercises. The Blue Team won the tug-of-war,
tayakad, sack race and three-legged race. The Red
Team meanwhile mustered enough team spirit to
make the longest line and win the final game.

A similar volunteer sharing session was  held
last June 15 - 17 at the DepEd
Regional Education and Learning
Center (RELC) in the City of San
Fernando, La Union. PNVSCA
Chief Volunteer Service Officer
(VSO) Corazon Macaraig, VSO
Philippines Field Director Fran-
cisco Lara and AYAD In-Country
Representative Lynette Corcino
welcomed the 62 participants to
the three-day event.

“Welcome to the Philippines
and we hope that the next few days will be very  fruit-
ful in terms of sharing. It is seldom that we get all
our volunteers together so it is really quite a feat to
get volunteers from different  volunteering organi-
zations. Normally, PNVSCA  takes the lead when
these things happen and it has been  helpful for our
volunteers. You might notice that most of the  volun-
teers  that we have are    working
on specific needs in Luzon: envi-
ronment, small enterprises, even
in language and health as well.
We think that these areas have
been identified and pointed to by
government as very important pri-
orities so we are contributing a lot
to those  government  priorities,” Mr.
Lara said.

Volunteers then got a chance

to mingle with each other during
the “getting-to-know-you” portion.
Kenneth Siruelo of PNVSCA
instructed them to ask the name,
organization, project assignment,
interests or anything noteworthy
about their respective partners.
The goal is  to jumpstart the
socializing process and make
them feel at ease with fellow
volunteers early on.

La Union’s Vice Governor Augusto Aureo
Nisce graced the event on its  second day. He
admitted to knowing only the US Peace Corps as
the volunteer organization present in the Philippines,
thus, was quite surprised at the number of
in-service volunteers from various organizations
present.

“How I wish your tribe
increase fast  because this is the
only way we can bring ourselves
up in this cruel world. I would say
you are the heroes of tomorrow,
not of  today because whatever it
is you do  today we will see
tomorrow.”

Most of the participants
enjoyed their participation and
admitted having learned a lot in
terms of varied experiences and

challenges they face as volunteers. They even
looked forward to the breaks after each workshop
since they could mingle with volunteers outside their
group.

An official egroup, bayanihan_philippines@
yahoo.com, was also created by PNVSCA to
enable the volunteers to continue networking  with

each other. A sign-up invitation was
already sent out  to all the  volunteers.

The Sharing Session is an
annual activity of the Philippine
National Volunteer Service
Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA)
in cooperation with its partner
local and foreign volunteer        or-
ganizations to allow volunteers to
network, learn and develop  ca-
maraderie with each other. n

Ten little Indians proved to be a good ice breaker.

Green team is all out in the tug-of-war.

Dr. Martin Falke on his tsunami presentation.
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Ms. Chan Yeow Choy, Ms. Seow Mui Huan
Theresa,  Mr. Koo Wai Fook and Mr. Roy Chua Kwee
Cheng will assist the Mentorship Programme for
elementary and secondary school math and science
teachers of the  Department of Education, Gapan
City Division, for a year.

Mr. Chia Hui Yong (Manager, International
Volunteerism, SIF) expressed his gratitude for
everyone who made the deployment of the volunteers
possible.

The Singapore International Foundation (SIF)
was established in 1991 as a non-government
organization dedicated to foster global mindsets,
build goodwill and friendship and strengthen the
Singapore identity through its international

volunteerism and networking programs. It  implements the Singapore Volunteers Overseas (SVO) that
enables Singaporeans to share their skills and experience with other communities in Asia in a spirit of
mutual respect and growth. SVO volunteers assist development projects in the areas of education, health
care, community  development, social work, vocational training, marketing, food processing and
information technology.

Present during the turn-over were Ms. Orfelina O. Tuy (Director,  National Educators Academy of the
Philippines of the Department of Education); Ms. Alice A. Pañares (Assistant Director, NEAP); Ms. Zaida T.
Azcueta (HRD Chief,  DepEd); Ms. Cleofe V. Ocampo (HRMOII, DepEd); Dr. Dinah F. Mindo (Regional
Director,  DepEd Regional Office III) and Dr. Luzminda C. Pelayo (Schools Division Superintendent,
Department of Education, Gapan City Division). n

SVOs pose with the Department of Education representatives and Mr.
Chia (seated left) and Director de Vera (seated 3rd from left).

Volunteers with diverse specialties made up
the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) Batch 127.

Ms. Aya Monoi in physical education
(swimming); Mr. Takeshi Mori in computer
technique; Mr. Koichi Nakamura in welding
technology; Mr. Ryota Okazaki in forestry and Ms.
Hiromi Tanaka in education were turned over to
their  respective local partner organizations (LPOs)
last 3 May 2005.

JOCV Resident Representative Mr. Katsumi
Yoshida and PNVSCA Executive Director Joselito
C. de Vera led the turn-over ceremony.

Meanwhile, the United States Peace Corps
(USPC) held the supervisors conference and turn-
over of seventy-five USPC volunteers in four

JOCV Batch 127 and USPC Group 264 Deployed
clusters last 6-7 June and 9-10 June 2005.

The venues of the conferences were
Governor’s Garden Hotel, Solano, Bayombong,
Nueva Vizcaya in Northern Luzon; Hotel del Rio,
Molo, Iloilo City in Western Visayas;
SEAMEO-Innotech,    Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon City in Southern Luzon; and Sabin Re-
sort Hotel, Bantique, Ormoc City in Eastern
Visayas.

The major areas of assigment of the PCVs
are education, social work, youth counselling,
aquaculture,  environment  conservation and
protection.

USPC adopted a cluster-based culture and
language learning  that is geared toward easier
and faster adjustments of the volunteers. n

...continued from page 1
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“Para akong artista.”
2004 SOV National Awardee Tim Gabuna

described the time he volunteered as a village teacher
at the San Isidro High School in southern
Pangantucan, Bukidnon. That time, he added,
despite being a newcomer the residents gave him
such a warm welcome, he felt right at home instantly.
Inspired by that expe-rience, he put up the Malipayon
Scholarship Fund to send indigent students to school;
he goes back  every chance he gets to continue his
volunteer work.

Mr. Gabuna was the main guest during the     initial
on air broadcast of Aksyon Boluntir, a fifteen-minute
radio segment produced by the Philippine National
Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency in coordina-
tion with BBS Radyo ng Bayan. It  also marked the
start of the 2005 Search for Outstanding Volunteers.

The Search is held annually as a major activity
to celebrate National Volunteer Month. It aims to
highlight and recognize the exemplary performance
and dedication to service of Filipino volunteers as
well as nurture and promote volunteerism in the
country. Generating participation from across Luzon,
Visayas and Mindanao, the Search brings forward
best volunteer practices that are worthy of
replication and emulation.

It covers all Filipinos, individual (adult and youth
categories) and organizations (group category), who
currently provide voluntary service in the Philippines.
For purposes of the Search, a youth volunteer is
anyone from age 15 to 30 years old.

The NVM Steering Committee will also confer
recognition under the following categories:

Volunteer Lifetime Achievement Awards - to
recognize individuals and groups who have

2005 Search for Outstanding Volunteers on

The Philippine Broadcasting Service -
Bureau of Broadcast Services (PBS-BBS) is
the official radio broadcast arm of the Philippine
government.  It  has 32 radio stations
strategically located nationwide.

News and public affairs programs
constitute the main bulk of PBS-BBS
transmission.  Emphasis is placed on program
materials that promote public awareness of
official government  activities, projects, priorities,
including  presidential pronouncements,
statement and  decisions, Senate and House
goings-on, and  virtually every event in the
various agencies and instrumentalities of
government that redounds to the welfare of the
people.

PBS-BBS is located at the 4th Floor of the
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) Building
along Visayas Avenue in Quezon City. n

consistently contributed  through their lifetime - time,
effort and resources to volunteer services including
volunteer mobilization and advocacy for volunteerism;
and who are regarded as models or examples of
volunteering; and

Special Citations in Corporate Volunteerism
- to recognize the volunteer effort of the corporate/
business  sector as a manifestation of its
commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR).

Nomination forms may be may be obtained from
the Philippine National Volunteer Service
Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) office at NEDA
Complex, EDSA, Diliman Quezon City or down-
loaded from the PNVSCA website at
www.pnvsca.neda.gov.ph. They  may also be obtained
from the regional offices of the National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA), the Regional
Planning and Development Office of the Autonomous
Region of Muslim Mindanao or the Department of
the Interior and Local Government (DILG) in the
National Capital Region.

Deadline for submission of nomination to the
Regional Search Committees is 02 September 2005. n

DZRB hosts Alan Allanigue and Melly Tenorio take turns in interviewing
Mr. Tim Gabuna.
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Gina Lopez believes in the strategic importance of  the child. The vision of ABS-CBN  Founda
tion  Inc. is a  better world for our children. This better world can be achieved by
targeting key  aspects of society.

She initiated Bantay Bata 163 (Child Watch), the country’s first media-based hotline and
rescue operations. In 1997, Bantay Bata 163 was given the United Nations Grand Award by
the UN and the International Public Relations   Association, besting 187   countries all over the
world. In the same year, Bantay Bata 163 also won the Children’s Television Award given by
UNICEF and the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng Pilipinas (National Association of
Broadcasters).

Ms. Lopez also spearheads Bantay Kalikasan   (Environment Watch) for which she
received the 1997  International  Public Relations Award of Excellence for the Environment.
Bantay Kalikasan  successfully gathered 5 million signatures to get the Clean Air Act passed.
Bantay Kalikasan is also actively   involved in the  reforestation of the La Mesa   Watershed
where 12 million Metro Manilans get their water. Recently, she received an Anvil Award of
Excellence for Bantay Kalikasan’s Text Usok project  (reporting smoke belchers via text

messaging), and another for the clean up of one of Metro Manila’s rivers. She was also given the Peace
Award by the Rotary Club of Makati City for her advocacy of environmental preservation last February 24,
2003.

Ms. Lopez produces Educational Television (ETV) shows on  science, math, values,
history and English for elementary, and  Philippine literature for high school. E-Media
(Education through Multi-Media) has  distributed more than 5000 TV sets in classrooms
throughout the Philippines. For Sine’skwela, she  was honored with the UNESCO Kalinga
Award, the first Southeast Asian to earn such a distinction.   E-Media also got a United Nations Recognition
Award in the Golden World Awards for excellence in   international public relations. Sine’skwela, Mathtinik,
Hirayamanawari, Bayani and Pahina got the nod as “Highly  Recommended Programs” from the UNICEF.

Ms. Lopez  is also the president of ABS-CBN Bayan Foundation. This program takes a holistic
approach towards socio-economic development.

On account of  her voluntary associations and civic
engagements, she was invited by the NVM National Steering
Committee as the 2005 NVM Honorary Chair which she graciously
accepted. She will help in promoting  and advocating  volunteerism,
particularly the NVM and the Search for Oustanding Volunteers
(SOV) through the media (print, radio and TV). She will also sit as
co-chair of the SOV National Search Committee and confer awards
to winners in the Search.

Ms. Lopez is the daughter of Conchita La’O and the late
businessman industrialist Eugenio Lopez Jr. She is an alumna of
Assumption College in Makati City and the Newton College of the
Sacred Heart in Boston. She took her masters in Development
Management at the Asian Institute of Management. She has two
sons. n

2005 National Volunteer Month Honorary Chair

REGINA PAZ L. LOPEZ
Managing Director,  ABS-CBN Foundation Inc.

Board Member,  Southeast Asian Foundation for Children’s Television
Vice-Chairperson,  Children’s Hour Steering Committee
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The Volunteer Organizations
Information Coordination and
Exchange (VOICE) Network held the
first National Volunteers Summit
(NVS) last April 1-3, 2005 in Xavier
University, Cagayan de Oro City.
Themed “Volunteers: Resource for
Development,” the event aimed to
raise social awareness and promote
the vital roles of volunteers in national
development.

Two hundred and fifty delegates
made up mostly of volunteers from
different regions and provinces
across the Philippines attended the
summit. Present to welcome the
participants and officially start the
event were Councilor Marianne
Enteria from the City Mayor’s office,
Bishop Antonio Ledesma (Prelature
of Ipil & VOICE BOT Member), Myrna
Aboniawan-Siose (VOICE Mindanao
Coordinator), Dr. Grace Aguiling-
Dalisay (VOICE President and
CEO), Timothy Gabuna (National
Volunteer Awardee, 2004 and VOICE
board member), Benjamin Abadiano
(Ramon Magsaysay Awardee) and
VOICE Managing Director Chito

Dugan.
On its second day,

representatives of various sectors
gave their insights on volunteerism
with PNVSCA’s Corazon Macaraig
and Municipality of Opol, Misamis
Oriental Mayor Dixon Yasay
speaking for the government; Balay
Mindanao Foundation and
Cooperative Development Authority-
Region X Director Orlando Ravanera
for the non-government organization
and cooperative sectors,
respectively; Pastoral Director of
Mission for the Deaf in Cebu, Bro.
Peter Sollesta for the faith-based
groups; and Dr. Editha dela Cruz
(Principal, Miriam Adult Education,
Miriam College) and Engr. Ermin
Pimentel (Program Director, KKP-
Social Involvement Program, Xavier
University) for the academe.
Philippine Association for Volunteer
Effort (PAVE) member Corazon Alma
de Leon delivered the opening
remarks while VOICE Visayas
Coordinator Ruben Gamala
facilitated the summit’s open forum.

Simultaneous conferences on

VOICE National Volunteers Summit held
such topics as Sustaining Long-
Term Volunteering Initiatives,
Mainstreaming Volunteer Response
to Relief and Development Issues,
Bridging Local And International Vol-
unteers Towards Global Under-
standing were also conducted.

Other highlights of the event
were the 2nd General Assembly of
VOICE members, the exhibits, the
trade fair of Mindanao products,
VOICE partners (VSO-Bahaginan,
Pambansang Samahan sa
Sikolohiyang Pilipino, PAVE,
Children’s Hour, United Nation Volun-
teer and PNVSCA) signing of the
memorandum of agreement and the
study tour on volunteering initiatives
in three sites: Cagayan De Oro City,
Munipality of Opol and Bukidnon.  n

“We’re very fortunate for having this project because it serves as our
ladder in achieving our ambition.”

Marissa Massadas, 16, is just one of the 379 high school students
who will benefit from the country’s first solar-powered computer
laboratory-cum-Internet café at Cabilao National High School (CNHS).

Through the consolidated efforts of the Center for Industrial
Technology and Enterprise (CITE), and the German Development Service
(DED) with funding assistance from the Gate program of Gessellschaft
fuer Technische Zusamme-narbeit and the Municipality of Loon, Bohol the
P1.9 million funding was generated to purchase 28 solar panels,
batteries, computers, inverter and finance the other  on-line services for

one year.
Another student, Jerwin Cliff Lopez, welcomed the news with gusto. “I know that sooner or later the

Solar Powered Computer Laboratory Project in our island will improve and develop our lives.”
The project was conceived mainly to bring computer literacy to the students of CNHS and to provide an

income-generating project for the school. n

Bohol’s solar-powered computer laboratory

VOICE NCR renders “Go the Distance” during
the evening program.

Teachers, students, and locals try on the
new facility.



The Volunteer

7

“My parents were the former members of OISCA so I was used to
meeting  foreign delegates from different countries.  I had intention to
work not in Japan but in other countries. I really wanted to work with
different people in different places that is why I am here and still am
connected with OISCA. I like to work with people who are really
suffering from different kind of difficulties so I believe that this type of
activities will contribute a lot to the upliftment of the local poor people.  I
want to continue my service in this kind of activities. That is my motive
why I came to OISCA,” explains Mr. Yasuaki Nagaishi,  Resident
Representative of Organization for Industrial Spiritual  & Cultural
Advancement, International (OISCA), 2003-2005. Mr. Nagaishi returned
to Japan on March 30, 2005.

“OISCA’s  objective is to convince local farmers not to engage in
dangerous way of agri-farming at the same time we have implemented
a lot of environmental projects like upland and mangrove reforestation.
Although we have only one in-service volunteer, we still have nine projects all over the Philippines and we have
training centers which are managed by the local people. No Japanese volunteer, because they have already
been succeeded by their local Filipino counterparts. That is the reason why the number of our volunteers have
been reduced  because  the Filipino counterparts have become so efficient in taking over the place of the
Japanese volunteers.”

OISCA is a Japan-based NGO which focuses its assistance in agriculture and environment. Its projects
include reforestation, establishment and maintenance of agricultural training centers and training of the youth
in environment-friendly farming practices.

Hiroshi Iwata, JOCV volunteer assigned to the Agency,  was the adopted
son of PNVSCA. Hiro, as he was fondly called, contributed to the establishment
of the in-service volunteer database, the official website and overseeing the
Agency’s IT system. Hiro was a stickler for rules, a strict mentor and a diligent
student. He was also a lover of adventure. Hiro can backpack his way to San
Juan, La Union or get himself lost in the myriad of buildings in Manila. He didn’t let
a single day pass without learning a new Tagalog word, a new beach turf or a new
joke.

Last 9 April 2005, Hiro went back to Kanagawa, Japan after two full years of
volunteer service in the Philippines.
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PNVSCA  SVSO Ela Victoria Sarmago is presently in Ulanbaatar, Mongolia
as VSO-Bahaginan volunteer to provide advisory, technical and management
assistance to help strengthen the local volunteering initiatives and build a net-
work of support to volunteerism as a coordinated body in Mongolia.

 The “Strengthening Local Volunteering Initiatives Project” conceived
during the International Year of Volunteers and developed through discussions
between Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), United Nations Volunteers (UNV),
and German Development Services (DED),  is being implemented in
partnership among  local and international volunteer-involving
organizations. n

Colleagues leave-takings

Hiro receives tokens for his trip
back to Japan.

PNVSCA Director Joselito C. de Vera reads the
plaque to be awarded to Mr. Nagaishi.

Ms. Ela conducting a workshop.
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The United Nations held an East Asia Sub-Regional Launch of the UN  Report
on  “Unleashing Entrepreneurship Making Business Work for the Poor” last 21
April 2005 at the Makati Shangri-La   Hotel.

This report tried to answer two questions. First is how the potential of
entrepreneurship will be unleashed. Second is how can the private sector be
engaged to meet this challenge.

Recognizing the size and complexity of the challenge, the UN report
concludes it is necessary to channel private capabilities and resources into
unleashing the private sector in developing countries. Energies and
opportunities remain untapped because the needs of developing countries have
not been appropriately matched with   resources and interests around the globe.

The UN Commission will  implement a program of change to stimulate a
collaborative response from potential partners who have read the report. Only
then can the UN  Commission hope to unleash the latent entrepreneurial energy
of the poor as a force for private sector growth.

Present in the launching were: Ms. Deborah Landey, UN Resident
Coordinator/UNDP Resident Representative in the Philippines; Mr. Jose
Antonio Banson, member of the Board of Trustees, Philippine Business for Social
Progress (PBSP); Mr. Jose Ma. “Joey” Concepcion III, President and CEO,
Republic Flour Mills (RFM); Mr. Robert Bestani, Director-General of the Private
Sector Operations  Department,   Asian Development Bank; Mr. Anang Rizkani
Noor, Deputy Director, External Relations PT. Rio Tinto, Indonesia; Dr. Jeya
Wilson, Director, Division for Business Partnerships/Bureau for Resources and
Strategic Partnerships, UNDP and guest of honor, Vice President Noli
de Castro. n

Sub-regional launch of UN Report on Entrepreneurship

RACHEL S. HUERTO
 Editor
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